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This study meets Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30 AM in the                   
Worship Center. 
 
Led by Donna Anderson, the 
women are currently continuing 
the study of Zachariah, which will 
conclude in September. Follow-

ing, the study will continue with the Minor Prophets 

Wednesday 
AM 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman who needeth                                           

not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”   

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJ21) 

Not only children need to commit to a fresh year for 
learning and growing…..maturing in the Lord is a  
lifetime process.  
 
Petsworth has Sunday School classes for all ages, 
with a range of material. Adult classes currently are 
focusing on: 
 
The book of Genesis 
The book of Luke 
“The Blessings of Humility” A study on the Beatitudes 
The book of Hebrews “Jesus is Better” 
“What You Need to Know About Demons, Satan and 
Spiritual Warfare”  
Twelve-week Apologetics study  
 
Please see the “Sunday School, Wednesdays and 
More” brochure available in the foyer for more infor-
mation. 

Men have two weekly 
studies as well as county-
wide activities  
 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 
PM men will be studying 
“Old Testament Charac-
ters” with Pastor John. 
 
A Bible study is also held 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday 

mornings at 7:00 AM, taught by Alan Wisely. This 
study meets for breakfast at the Courthouse Res-
taurant. 
 
GMM (Gloucester Men’s Ministry) meets for prayer 
every 2nd and 4th Saturday, 7:30 AM at the Court-
house. They also have quarterly breakfasts and 
other special activities during the year. 
 

Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM  
women will be studying  

“Encountering God”                                   
7-Session study by Kelly Minter.  

 
Heather Whitson and Faye              
Gibson co-teach the study,               

focusing on:                               
“Cultivating Habits of Faith                                             

Through the Spiritual Disciplines” 

Women have two studies weekly, Wednesday  
mornings as well as Wednesday evenings. 

 
 
 
 

The Class That Explains  
“Who, What, Why  and How”  
of Petsworth Baptist Church  

 
JOIN US TO EXPLORE: 

Petsworth’s Vision 
Ministry Expectations 

The Blessing of Belonging 
Next Steps to Membership 

 
Sundays September 18th & 25th 

9:45 AM (During the Sunday School Hour) 
Conference Room (Room 204—2nd Floor) 

 



etsworth Weekday Preschool 

3-Year-Olds  4-Year-Olds 

Thank you Petsworth Baptist Church family for all your wonderful donations to Operation 
Christmas Child during the summer months. Flip flops, hand knitted hats, crayons, stuffed 
animals, tool kits, and I can keep going. Our church family is awesome!  
 
As always, any donations are appreciated! We particularly need coloring books; toys (boy 
items; dolls and clothes, stuffed animals; balls—that fit in boxes); soap and wash cloths. 
Each box costs $10 to ship this year, so monetary donations are also appreciated. 

 
Our packing party will be Saturday, November 5th at 10:00AM. Please put this on your calendar. It’s always a 
blessing to pack the shoeboxes, knowing Jesus will touch lives through them. 
 
Questions? Call the church office or Patricia Aldridge. 

Young Central Asian Shepherds    
Receive Shoebox Gifts 

A simple drive through the countryside can become 
something special. 
 
Yusif*, a volunteer leader in Central Asia with Opera-
tion Christmas Child, was traveling with several team 
members to a ministry meeting when he spotted two 
shepherd boys tending their flock near the highway. 
Remembering that he had some gift-filled shoeboxes 
as well as copies of “The Greatest Gift Gospel” booklet 
with him, Yusif stopped the car. While this was not a 
typical outreach event, he and his team members felt 
compelled to pause in their travel, encourage the boys, 
and bless them in a special way. 
 
“Did you want something, sir?” asked the youngest boy 
in a rather grown-up tone. “Why did you stop here?” 
 
Yusif explained that God wanted him to give a gift and 
a small book about His Son, Jesus Christ, to these two 
brothers, ages 5 and 7. 
 
“Why in the world do you want to give me this box?” the 
younger one inquired again. Though just 5, he talked—
and rode his donkey—like an adult. 
 
“This is just a gift for you from God, who loves you and 

wants to show His love 
through this gift,” Yusif said. 
 
The boy took the shoebox gift, 
pressed it to his chest, and 
turned to look toward his older 
brother who was tending the 
flock a distance away. Yusif 
noticed his concerned glance 
and assured him that there 
was a gift for his brother, too. 
The boy then called to his sib-
ling who quickly came riding 
toward them. 

Yusif grabbed a shoe-
box gift and a copy of 
“The Greatest Gift” and 
went to meet the older 
brother. Opening the 
booklet, he started 
reading to the boy and 
explained that the Lord 
created the world—
including mankind—
because of His great 
love. Yusif gave him the 
shoebox gift and said, “This gift is a sign of His af-
fection to you—He loves you.” 
 
“The boys got excited because no one ever gave 
them gifts,” Yusif said. “In this region, even young 
boys have to work hard to survive.” He explained 
that parents expect much of their children, entrust-
ing the care of large flocks to them, despite the 
threat of wild animals and people with evil intent. 
“The Lord sent us into their reality to say the He 
loves them,” Yusif said. 
 
The team prayed over these boys as they left. Lat-
er, they prayed again that a seed was planted that 
would grow in the hearts of the young shepherds. 
No Yusif continues to pray that he will see the boys 
when he goes that way again, and he also asks 
God to help him drive slower so he will notice more 
people like them. 
 
“Many thanks to Samaritan’s Purse for taking care 
of the children in need, so that they would come to 
know the love of God,” Yusif said. “It’s wonderful 
that, through these gifts and books written in the 
children’s heart language, they can find out how 
dear they are in the sight of God and that there is 
hope for eternal life with Him.” 
 
Please pray for national teams worldwide, who, like 
this one in Central Asia, help proclaim the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in more than 100 coun-
tries. Ask God to use Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox gifts to create opportunities for even more 
children to hear an experience Good News and 
great joy. 



The Students produced a tribute and farewell “to our awesome 
Pastor to Students, Pastor Daniel Naff!”  You can see it at: 
 

https//youtu.be/4mLzZLJql_U 

In August, Pastor Daniel and other leaders accompanied our students to ACE to enjoy the outdoors. White 
Water Rafting was just one of the activities they participated in. 

A few moments from our back to 
school kickoff night!! We love our 
students and pray they have an 
amazing school year!  (below & 
right) 

In August, through your generosity, we were able to provide 70 children with a backpack 
and school supplies and 30 back-to-school haircuts.  Each family was prayed with and 
encouraged as well.   

 
Thanks to all who assisted with this ministry, especially those who volunteered their time 
and talent to give the hair cuts. 

 

Backpacks & Haircuts 



Here is one of Kristy’s posts: “Rahab’s Light 
Street Crews were out today. God gave us a 
great day for doing His work. We encountered 
nine women. Each received a bag of personal 
hygiene items; we listened and prayed with 
them. A rose was included for each one.  
 

One Salvation - One more added for the bus 
going to Heaven!” 

You may know “Downtown” Kristy Gust. If you do, you know 
God is using her as she actively reaches out to people who 
need Jesus ….through “United for Christ Motorcycle Ministry” 
who often work in conjunction with other ministries (such as 
Rehab’s Light). Twice weekly the group goes to the                

Richmond Bus Station to share the Gospel. They provide packed lunches to 
those they interact with, particularly “just released” prisoners, drug addicts, 
women in sex trafficking and other life situations. As a result, many have re-
ceived  Jesus as their Savior. The group gives Bibles to the new converts 
and others who are interested. 
 
In addition the outreach extends to homeless people living under a bridge 
(near the bus station),  handing out  food that may be left from the bus min-
istry that day. Other avenues of outreach include visiting low income neigh-
borhoods as well as homeless camps…. providing food, clothing and prayer 
for the residents.  
 
Pastor Dee Burass, President of the United for Christ Motorcycle Ministry, 
shared with us in August how God was at work through the simple gift of   
Bibles provided by Petsworth Church. (Petsworth members have given    
Bibles and clothing for the ministries highlighted above). 
 
Kristy also leads a weekly Bible study for the sweet residents at Walter 
Reed Convalescent. As a result of the need there, Petsworth has provided 
extra large print Bibles with carrying cases which helps the residents to ef-
fectively take notes as they study. Some residents are actively committing 
Bible verses to memory. 
 
What a blessing to be connected with these ministries through Kristy, and 
she is so thankful for the outpouring of help from her church family! 
 

If you would like to be a part of this, there are several items you can donate: 
 

Bibles   Clothing  Personal Hygiene items 
 

Homemade (new)  sewn stuffed bears (to give children at the outreaches) 
 

Individually wrapped snacks (cookies, crackers, cakes, chips, etc.) 
 

*A receptacle for these donations will be in the Copy/workroom (#203) on 
the 2nd floor in the next few days. 

Gloucester men’s Ministry Breakfast 
 

When: Saturday September 17th  @ 8 AM 
 

Where: Petsworth Baptist Church 

The Gloucester men's Ministry will be holding a Men's breakfast on                              

Saturday, September 17th here at Petsworth Baptist Church.  

 

Our speaker will be Pastor Ronnie “Mack” McAdoo, founder and CEO of “1Died4All Basketball Camps” and 

pastor of outreach at the TrinityVB Church Norfolk Campus.    

                       

 Doors will open at 7:30 AM.  

Please RSVP by either calling the church office (804-693-3024)   with number attending or email Bill Girard at 

bill4Christ@gmail.com.  

For more information please contact: 

 (757-353-5461) or James Waters (804-824-4966).  

 

All men (young and old) are invited. This is a great outreach event so invite your neighbors, friends, family 

and/or co-workers. Doug Hibbs from Courthouse Restaurant will be catering the breakfast.  

A love offering will be collected to cover the food costs. Hope to see everyone there! 

 

Join us for a night of testimony by Erin Snow, 
painting, fellowship and pie! 

 

COST to PAINT $20—Painting not required to attend 
 

Please RSVP by September 25th 
If you plan to paint please give payment to Jenny Briggs or 

RSVP to Elizabeth Hogge at one of the tables before/after Sunday                                
services in September 

PAINTING –N-PIE 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th 

6:00 PM 

Stop by the Church Library (in the foyer on the left as you come in the 
main entrance) and check out some of our “recent” arrivals….some 
old, some new, but all “good stuff”. They will be on the display book-
cases in the center of the library. 

 

Your Church Library is open whenever the church is open. Just turn on the light, find a book or AV, sign the 
card in the back, and leave the card in the basket. Instructions will be there. Remember—two books or AVs for 
two weeks. On Sundays there should be someone from the Library Committee available to help if necessary.  
HAPPY READING AND VIEWING! 
 
Anyone with overdue books, please get them back in the library soon. We need to do our inventory. Just leave 
them on the window sill by the “Overdue” sign. 
 
Thanks you for your help!   Your Library Committee 
 

mailto:bill4Christ@gmail.com


Court Strikes Down Policy Censoring Fifth-grader’s Speech & Religious Expression 
Written by Alliance Defending Freedom                           Published August 3, 2022 

“Come and see.” These are the words of Jesus in John 1:39.. It’s a simple invitation that Jesus gives to those 
who would become his first disciples. 
 
An invitation like this is one of the most hospitable ways to share one’s faith. There’s no pressure at all, and it 
leaves the decision completely up to the person you’re speaking with. Ten-year-old Katie Ayers did the same 
thing when she wanted to hand out invitations to her church’s Christmas party to her fellow fifth-graders.  But Po-
cono Mountain School District saw her invitations differently. 
 
While her school allowed students to pass out invitations for Halloween parties, birthday parties, and Valentine’s 
Day dances without getting permission, Katie was censored from handing out invitations to her church’s Christ-
mas party because of its religious content. 
 
This was a clear violation of Katie’s First Amendment rights. A public school district like Pocono Mountain School 
District has no right to give preferential treatment o one student’s private speech or expression based on whether 
it is religious or not. 
 
Let’s look at the details of this case...From a young age, Katie’s faith has been one of the most important things 
in her life. She remembers her parents being transformed form a life of partying, drinking and drugs when they 
both became Christians. They wanted to tell everyone about how Jesus had changed their lives, and Katie fol-
lowed in their footsteps. 
 
In 2010, when she was in fifth grade, Katie wanted to invite her classmates to a Christmas party for kids that her 
church was hosting. There would be fun activities like face painting, ping-pong, foosball, cup-stacking, prizes, 
puppets, music, and snacks—as well as a message about Jesus. 
 
So Katie thought that she would print out invitations from her computer at home and give them to her class-
mates. She didn’t give it a second thought. She had seen other classmates hand out invitations for birthday par-
ties, Halloween parties, and even Valentine’s Day dances.  But when she began to hand out her invitations her 
teacher stopped her, saying that she had to get permission from the principal first. 
 
Confused, but not wanting to cause trouble, Katie obliged. After some back and forth between Katie’s parents, 
the principal, and the school superintendent, Katie’s request to distribute her invitations was denied as a violation 
of school district policies. That’s when Katie and her parents sought the help of Allice Defending Freedom. 
 
K.A. v. Pocono Mountain School District:  In March 2011, ADF filed a complaint on behalf of Katie Ayers 
against Pocono Mountain School District for violating her First Amendment rights. The school could not treat her 
speech or expression worse than that of other students simply because it was religious. That kind of censorship 
is unconstitutional. Thankfully, the district court agreed, and upon appeal, so did the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 3rd Circuit.   
 

 OUTCOME   
 The 3rd Circuit unanimously affirmed that Katie’s rights had been violated and that the policies that the 

school district had used to censor Katie were unconstitutional. 
 “Public schools should encourage, not shut down, the free exchange of ideas,” said ADF Senior Counsel 

David Cortman. “Those ideas include a 5th-grader’s invitations to a religious event. The 3rd Circuit was cor-
rect in striking down the school district’s unconstitutional ban.” 

 “America’s public schools should recognize the constitutionally protected freedom of students who wish to 
hand out these kinds of fliers,” said ADF Senior Counsel Matt Sharp. “A flier cannot be banned just because 
some element of religious faith is a part of it. On the contrary, the First Amendment specifically protects reli-
gious speech.” 

 Later in 2013, ADF used this ruling and sent letters to hundreds of schools districts across the State of 
Pennsylvania, explaining that their speech policies fell short of the 3rd Circuit’s ruling. Katie’s victory eventu-
ally impacted over 500 school districts across the state, protecting the rights of nearly 2 million students to 
share their faith at school. 

 
Petsworth, because of your heart for missions and 
financial generosity we are able to support Baron 
and Beth Luechauer who are with CRU (Campus 
Crusade For Christ) in England. This is their most 

recent update: 
 

“We have some good news and updates to share with you all this 
morning. First, we have found a house! We moved in two weeks ago, 
but have spent half that time away at the annual summer conference 
for all UK staff. We love our new place and are trying to settle in as 
best as possible as we still wait for our things to be shipped from    
Macedonia. 
 

The summer conference was last week and it was such an amazing 
week to be a part of and to meet so many of the UK staff all at once! 
We had Bible teaching, prayer together, vision casting and fellowship together. We received an overwhelming 
welcome by the team here and the kids had a program too, so overall it was great. I, Beth, am feeling encour-
aged and getting more and more excited about my new role with Leadership Development for such a time as 
this. I'm seeing the need for developing leaders to help the ministry grow, thrive, and reach all four nations of 
the UK- England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland and beyond. This past week was a crash course in 
meeting 80+ new people, hearing their current realities and needs in ministry-but it was such a rewarding time! 
The last night we were commissioned by the ministry, along with a few other new UK staff, in a beautiful even-
ing and I was once again blown away by their fellowship and welcoming of us. I am anticipating big things this 
year as we trust the Lord to direct us here.  
 

Please continue to pray for school placement for the kids. It is a bit of a process to try to find them a place in 
local schools-but we are working hard on it and praying that they will be in the best schools for them, come the 
start of the year in September. We would appreciate your prayers in this with us. 
 

Thanks so much for your prayers and generous support as we trust God to reach the UK! 
 

We look forward to updating you further on Baron’s new role with Global Leader Strategies next week. 
 

In Him, 
Baron and Beth” 

“It’s not all work when we gather to assemble flowers and visit the residents when 
Carlene treats the volunteers with lunch and banana pudding!” 
 
We had a great time, though, talking and praying with 35 special seniors. 

Sunshine News 

Commissioning service for Baron & Beth 



“These girls have my heart! Marie and I have so enjoyed spending time, craft-
ing and sharing God’s Word with them this Summer, “ said Heather Whitson. 
They ended the summer sessions with a Spa Night on Friday, August 12th.  
 
The girls learned that when we sin in just one point, we deserve God’s judge-
ment, but God extends mercy to us. Instead, since Jesus took the judgment for 
our sin, we just have to accept that gift of salvation. 
 
Tabitha Toalson, guest speaker, exclaimed, “I had so much fun painting nails 
and sharing with these ladies!” 
 

Heather Whitson 
Worthy Kids has been busy this summer! Special guests came and shared about traveling to the Holy Land, a 
mission trip to Africa, and serving in local missions.  
 
We have enjoyed making crafts for the Sunshine ministry as well as serving our church! We even got to have 
a movie night! As always, we were silly and we played!  
 
Thank you to all who have served and loved on our children this summer! Worthy Kids could not have done it 
without you! 


