
What is complaining and grumbling? 
 Complaining is an expression of dissatisfaction with what is currently taking place in 

our lives. 
 Complaining is an expression of thoughts and ideas with our mouths that originated 

in our hearts. 
 Complaining is saying God got it wrong. 
 
Philippians 2:14 commands us not to complain… 
 Because our tendency is to do otherwise. 
 Because we fail to thank God as source of all our blessings. 
 

 

“We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers,” 
     I Thessalonians 1:2 

 

“For this cause we also thank God without ceasing…” 
     I Thessalonians  213 

 

“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting” 
    II Thessalonians 1:3 

 

 Because thanksgiving keeps the circumstances of our lives in perspective. 
 Because not complaining makes us distinct from an unbelieving world. 
 Because thanksgiving reveals a trust in God’s sovereignty and providence in all the 

circumstances of life-even the difficult ones. 
 

So what do we do? 
 Be grateful for what God has done in the past. 
 Be grateful for what God is doing now. 
 Be grateful for what God will do in the future. 
 

With a heart of thanksgiving……...Pastor John 
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“Every generous act and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights; 
with Him there is no variation or 
shadow cast by turning. By His 
own choice, He gave us a new 
birth by the message of truth so 
that we would be the first fruits of 
His creatures.”  
I James 1:17-18 
 
“You rejoice in this, though now 
for a short time you have had to 
be distressed by various trials so 
that the genuineness of your faith
-more valuable than gold, which  
perishes though refined by fire—
may result in praise, glory, and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
You love Him, though you have 
not seen Him. And though not 
seeing Him now, you believe in 
Him  and rejoice with inexpressi-
ble and glorious joy  because you 
are receiving the goal of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 
I Peter 1:6-9 
 
“Thanks be to God, who always 
leads us in triumphal procession 
in Christ and through us spreads 
everywhere the fragrance of the 
knowledge of Him” 
II Corinthians 2:14 
 
“Therefore, since we are receiv-
ing a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with 
reverence and awe” 
Hebrews 12:28 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good. His love endures forever.” 
Psalm 136:1 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thanksgiving is especially 
significant to those who fol-
low Jesus, as we stand eter-
nally grateful for the security 
of our salvation and the joy 
and the abundance that we 
experience now. Yet, in spite 
of this, we often grumble and 
complain. That is why in  
Philippians 2:14 we are com-
manded to “Do all things 
without grumbling and com-
plaining.” 
 

With this verse in mind I 
want to share some thoughts 
on containing the sin of  
complaining. 

“Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks in everything, for this is  
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
...O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever”  

Psalm 30:12 



November 2     

 6:30-8:30 PM 

“Covered by God” 

This year the Women's ministry fellowships and 

retreats have been well attended by women of our 

congregation and from other churches within our 

community. The Women’s Ministry prayerfully 

plans our fellowships to be an avenue to help 

women grow in their walk with the Lord as we 

study His word, encourage and pray for one anoth-

er. 
 

I am thankful for the women who serve with me on 

the Women's ministry team and for all the ladies 

who step up to help at each event with food, clean 

up, etc.  Our team will be prayerfully planning for 

the upcoming year's retreats and fellowships.  
 

Please like our    Facebook page “Petsworth Women 

of the Word” to see details as events are posted. 

We invite you to post on our page what your favor-

ite event was this past year or how you have been 

encouraged in some way by attending.  
 

 

God Bless, 
 

Faye Gibson  
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The weekday Preschool classes continue to 
stay busy each day. Both classes participate in 
“circle time”, phonics and math groups and lots 
and lots of crafts that are integrated with the 
study of the week. 
 

The weekly Bible Stories have covered creation 
and both classes are learning Scripture verses.  
 
 

The children took a field trip to Belmont Pump-
kin Farm in North, Virginia and had loads of fun! 

Election day is November 6th.  

PRAY and recognize our great need for God’s wisdom in 
the voting process. Seek the face of God in prayer for our 
communities and our nation. (Romans 10:17,      Hebrews 
11:16) 
 

THINK  about the issues through the lens of a biblical 
worldview. When we unite on God’s Word, we will rise above 
partisan divides and stand for time-tested biblical truths.  
(Luke 10:27) 
 

VOTE and exercise our God-given responsibility to turn our 
faith into action at the polls. We have been given much in 
America and to whom much is given much is required.  (Luke 
12:48) Vote to be faithful stewards and encourage others to 
do the same.  

Visit www.MyFaithVotes.org or text the word VOTE 
to 40649 to Get Ready to Vote and Access your 
Free Personal Voting Assistant. 

Special Guest: Traci Keen 
We will be making fleece tie blankets for Walter Reed 
Nursing Home. Bring a yard or two of coordinating 
fleece material (we will also have some on hand). 
 



 
 

 

 

Another Spectacular  
Celebration Sunday  

Combined With  
Pastor Appreciation!! 

 
We celebrated with 3 new sisters and a broth-
er in Christ as they professed their faith and 
love for Jesus by baptism: Adriana Clark, 
Hunter Munson, Kayleigh Munson and Layla 
Woodall.  
 
Welcome to the family, sisters and brother! 
We are so excited to see the wonderful things 
God has in store for you all!! 
 
We also celebrated the blessing of having 
two amazing men of God answering the 
call to pastor Petsworth Baptist Church!  
Not only are our pastors loved, we covered 
them and their families in prayer. Thank you 
so much Pastor John and Pastor Jeremiah for 
your leadership and all that you do! You are 
appreciated more than can be expressed!  
 
Without the support of their families, our 
pastors could not serve as they do. So 
thank you so much to Tracy, John Montgom-
ery, Molly, Lily Pouchot and  Rachel, Ruth and   
Jackson Verdin! We love you! 
 
 

A Closer Look…….. 
If you have been inter-
ested in learning more 
about membership at 
Petsworth, the next 
new membership clas-
ses will be help Decem-
ber 2nd and 9th during 
the Sunday School 
Hour. 



TRAVEL TO SEE “JESUS: LIVE ON STAGE” 
AT SIGHT & SOUND, LANCASTER, PA 

A group of 15 senior saints embarked on an ad-

venture Wednesday, October 10th, to Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania. Four of the group were from an-

other church and met our SAM in Pennsylvania.  

 

With Don Rainey piloting the church van, the 

Lineberry's alongside, the group arrived at their 

destination that night and checked in the Days 

Inn for 2 nights. 

 

The play has been described by several of those 

who went as “wonderful”, “amazing”, 

“awesome”. It is touching many, many lives who 

are hearing/seeing the story of Jesus. It has 

been so well attended that this is the second 

year it has been presented. 

 

A highlight of the trip was riding a buggy with 

an Amish woman as guide who provided an in-

formative insight into their ways. She provided 

an interesting view into the life her people live, 

pointing out things of interest to the group.  

 
 
 
 

AHHHHHH…..Yes 
Petsworth we are almost there. Saturday  we will be hav-
ing our annual packing party on November 3rd. 
 

What a blessing you have already been!!! 
 

And as always don’t forget the $9.00 shipping cost.  
Praying for a wonderful year and reaching our goal of 

600 shoeboxes.       Thank you Petsworth! 

IT’S HERE!! 

PACKING PARTY WEEK 

THIS SATURDAY 

November 3rd @ 9AM 

GOAL 600 
 SHOEBOXES 

Some numbers from 
October 24th 
 
82 Children present (7 
were first-time visitors) 
 

24 Disciple-makers 
(Awana Staff) 
 
106 Total 

The heartbeat of Awana is reaching children around the 
world with the good news That Jesus Christ loves them 
and can save  them from sin. We are blessed that the 
Lord has given us an abundance of children right here in 
our own community. What a privilege to point children 
and families to the King. 
 
November is a busy month, starting out with the 
“Parents Pancake Pow-Wow Fellowship on November 
7th. Grand Prix Pit Party in on the 10th. We will help 
your kids build their cars for the event. Pizza and drinks 
will be served. November 16th is test run and qualify, to 
make sure your car runs! November 17th is  GRAND 
PRIX DAY, registration is 10AM. Hot dogs, chips and 
drinks will be available. This event is always a lot of fun. 
Come on out and join us! 
 
We serve an awesome God. 
 
Every child-Everywhere, 
Jim Munson 
Ministry Director 

AND THE CHILREN KEEP COMING…….. 

 



IMPACT Thanksgiving Party 

November 14, 6:00-8:00  

Bring your favorite 

Thanksgiving desert to 

share.  

From October 21 to November 25 a group of 26 

adults will be meeting during the Sunday School 

hour with the hopes of producing trained mentors 

within the church body. This time will be spent 

discussing the importance of and the practice of 

mentoring as one of the primary Biblical avenues 

of discipleship. Please be in prayer for all of those that are in these meetings that they will grow and be 

encouraged to make disciples. Also, spend the next month examining your own heart to see if it is time 

that you found a mentor and if you should sign up for this class the next time it comes around in order to 

become a trained mentor.  

FAMILY DINNER 
We will be getting together, as a family, to 

cook and eat dinner and discuss the future of 

the Kairos meetings. November 19 from 

7:00PM to 9:00 PM. Cooking will start at 6:15 

Where’s Waldo is a cross generational event. On November 

10th, I.M.P.A.C.T. will be joining with some of the older Sun-

day School Classes in order to have a get-to-know-you event. 

Those who volunteer from the older group will go to the Wil-

liamsburg Outlets wearing any disguise that they please. The 

youth group will be given pictures of all of the volunteers and 

sent into the Outlets to find all who are roaming the grounds. 

This will be a great opportunity to introduce different genera-

tions, within the church, to each other.  



G reetings! I'd like to open this month's article 
with an update from our friend, Macedonian 

missionary Bobi Stojanovski. He works closely 
with Baron and Beth Luechauer, American mis-
sionaries to Macedonia who we, as a church, will 
begin sponsoring this year. Both Bobi and the 
Luechauers are associated directly with CRU--an 
international nonprofit parachurch mission organi-
zation. They work primarily with college students 
on campuses in the capital city of Skopje.  

Here are a few words from Bobi: 
"God is faithful always! I work with students which 
is one of three ministries that we have under CRU 
in Macedonia. We started this semester with 
'Leader Weekend'--a weekend dedicated to plan-
ning and coordinating with all of our key volun-
teers. We were very productive and managed to 
set the foundation for this upcoming year.  
 
This semester we started with 20+ Christian stu-
dent volunteers--divided into three teams. These 
teams are basically bible study groups with a goal 
to multiply spiritually. We have been praying spe-
cifically this week about starting a new bible study 
group. We used Facebook to invite students to be 
part of this new group that will study the bible. Ini-
tially, we had eleven people sign up to be a part of 
the group. The first meeting was last Thursday 
and seven people showed up, which was great! 
These numbers may seem very small for Ameri-
can standards but here, it is huge!"  
 

Bobi elaborated further in a video clip saying that 
posting the Bible study invitation on Facebook 
was a very bold move for them. Keep in mind, 
98% of Macedonians are either Orthodox or Mus-
lims. That leaves a very small margin for all other 
religions--including our Christian faith.  
 

Please join me this month in praying purposefully 
for Bobi and the Luechauers as they proclaim the 
good news of our Christ to the lost on the cam-
puses of Skopje, Macedonia.  
 
May God Bless you as you all engage your own 
mission fields this month--your workplaces, your 
schools, your local grocery store, your homes. In 
both the ordinary and the extraordinary, let us 
praise him unceasingly and proclaim good tidings 
of His salvation to everyone we meet. "For great is 
the Lord and greatly to be praised."  
1 Chronicles 16:25.  

-- Ashley Gough 

        HANDMADE CRAFT FAIR 
 

November 3rd  2:30-5:30PM 

 

“You may never be able to join us on the field of Uganda but 
we want to share with you the love we have for the people of 

East Africa by bringing Uganda to you.” 
 

 
Seaford Baptist Church,  

1311 Seaford Road, Seaford VA 
 

$5 tickets available in the church office 
 

 Visit a fast food market of Uganda 
 Visit the world’s second largest refugee camp in a walk-

through experience 
 Try to fetch water and carry baskets of beans on your 

head 
 Visit a handmade craft shop where you can 

get a head start on your Christmas shopping 
 Hear testimonies of the Lord’s work in East 

Africa 
 
You will not want to miss this. In fact, neither will 
your friends. So grab  a few tickets and bring a car 
load…...to Uganda.  

IT’S OFFICIAL….JOURNEY BAGS ARE HEADING 

TO MATTHEWS COUNTY! 
  

 

So thankful for Ashley Marie and her desire to touch the 
lives of children in our Foster Care system both in    
Gloucester and Matthews County. And thankful for 
Petswroth Church and their giving of supplies that made it 
possible for these Journey 
Bags to become a reality.  

The people of Petsworth 
Church   

Loving God— 
Loving People…... 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This ministry will continue so dona-
tions are still welcomed! It is our hope that these bags not 
only provide basic necessities but also encouragement and 
hope to children entering foster care. 

East African Outreach  
“Taste and See” 



 

 

 

The Debt Snowball 

By Philip J. Page 
 

With a $1,000 emergency fund in place, we no longer need to borrow to fund 

basic emergencies.  We can now proceed to eliminate our debt, and best strategy is the Debt Snowball. 
 

 

With the Debt Snowball, create a table by listing all of your consumer debt, from smallest to largest, along 

with your monthly payments.  Do not include your home mortgage, only your consumer debt.  With ga-

zelle intensity, apply any extra money you have to pay down the smallest debt.  (Proverbs 6:5  Free your-

self, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.) 

When you have eliminated the first debt, add the monthly payment to the second debt’s minimum pay-

ment to pay down the next debt.  This becomes your new payment. 

 

As seen in the table below, when the $100 bill is paid off, simply add the $100 payment to the second 

minimum payment of $25. Then pay the $125 monthly until the credit card 1 is paid off.  Now you have 

$160 every month to pay off the second credit card.  Keep up this strategy until you are debt free. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Meanwhile, put together your monthly budget, and each month compare your expenses to your budget.  

The first few months most people find they left some expenses out of the budget.  That is Ok, we are 

simply trying to understand where your expenses are, then we can begin to manage them.   Adjust the 

budget as necessary. 
 

The budget has some high-level categories:  Tithing, savings and expenses.  Expenses can be subdivided 

into fixed monthly expenses (mortgage, utilities, groceries, auto repair, etc.) and optional variable expens-

es (eating out, entertainment, and vacation).  Since we are eliminating all consumer debt with gazelle in-

tensity, eliminate all of the optional expenses, and apply those funds to your debt snowball.  If you are 

faithfully putting money into savings, stop.  Apply those funds to your debt snowball as well.   
 

You can restart your savings plan when you become debt free. 

As you progress, you will experience a decrease in anxiety with the smaller debt load and fewer bills to 

pay.  As each debt is paid off, you will become victorious with a sense of accomplishment.  Take a mo-

ment and imagine being debt free, without any payments.  You will no longer be working for money.  

FINANCIAL INSIGHTS 

Debt Amount Owed Min Monthly Payment New Payment 

Medical bill $100 $100 $100 

Credit Card 1 $1,200 $25 $125 

Credit Card 2 $2,100 $35 $160 

Car loan 1 $5,000 $250 $310 

Car loan 2 $8,000 $300 $610 

Student Loan $11,000 $175 $785 

Sunshine Outreach is sponsoring speaker, Ginger Spencer, to present “DementiaLive” which is an 
experience that immerses participants into what life might be like living with cognitive impair-
ment and sensory change. Special technology will allow us to understand and empathize what it 
is like so we can more efficiently deal with loved ones and nursing home residents. This is open 
to all church members. 
 

For questions or to RSVP please contact Donna Anderson at 804.824.9652 or jdandy2@cox.net. It 
is important to RSVP for our speaker, in order to properly prepare a thorough presentation for 
the number of persons attending.  It will last about an hour and a half. 

 CHURCH-WIDE INVITATION TO ATTEND 

“DementiaLive”    
Saturday, November 17      9:ooAM 
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November Nursery/Preschool Missionary 

8:30 AM SERVICE 11:00 AM SERVICE 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 
 
 
 
 
 
18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery/1:  Tammy Smith, Dale 
Oliver 

2’s/3’s/4’s:  Craig Smith 
             

Nursery/1: Tammy Smith, Sara    
Bressin, Judy Miller, Brenda Russell, 
Sunni Belt 

2’s/3’s/4’s: Audra Johnston, Dan 
Pouchot 

Nursery/1: Tammy Smith,             
Helen Vann, Jeanette Whitcomb 

Nursery/1: Irving & Edna Robertson, 
Ruth Sapp, Laurie Naff, Audra      
Johnston, Tammy Smith, Trish        
Aldridge 2’s,/3’s/4’s: Craig Smith 

2’s,/3’s/4’s: Heather & Paul 
Whitson 

Nursery/1: Todd & Julie 
Blake, Tammy & Craig 
Smith 

Nursery/1: Ashley Anderson, 
Rachel Curry, Raven Carlton, 
Laurie Naff, Judy Miller, Tracy 

2’s,/3’s/4’s: John & Debbi  
Myers 

2’s,/3’s/4’s: Craig Smith, 
Lindsay Johnston 

Nursery/1: Tammy Smith,, 
Jeanette Whitcomb 

Nursery/1: Trish Aldridge, Callie 
Harrington, Andrea South,    
Laurie Naff, Judy Miller, Cheryl 
Teagle 2’s,/3’s/4’s: Craig Smith,  

2’s,/3’s/4’s: Craig Smith, 
Bill & Frances Johnson 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 11 AM 
 4   Jay & Brandi Munson 
11  Brian & Nicole McPherson 
18 Jim & Lisa Munson 
25  Artie Henderson & Kristin  
       Zasimowich 

Sunday 
 
 8:30 AM Worship 
 9:45 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
 

Wednesday 
6:00 PM I.M.P.A.C.T. 
6:15 PM AWANA 
6:30 PM Men, & Women  Bible  

DEACON OF THE WEEK 
 

Please see your weekly bulletin 

James Waters  Chairman of Deacons 
Kyle Johnston  Director, Weekday 
  Preschool 
Faye Gibson  Women’s Ministry 
   Director 
Jim Munson  AWANA Commander 
Ruth Sapp  S.A.M. Ministry 
 

John Pouchot, Pastor 
757.788.6254 

pastorjohn@petsworthchurch.org 
 

Jeremiah Verdin 
Associate pastor of Families,           

Youth & Children 
804.445.3676 

Jeremiahverdingmail.com 
 

Pat Eastwood, Church Coordinator 
Pat.eastwood@petsworthchurch.org 

 

Dana Sorrell, Secretary 
Dana.sorrell@petsworthchurch.org 

 

Church Office:   804.693.3024 
                    Fax: 804.694.0964 

Web: www.petsworthchurch.org 
 

Tammy & Craig Smith 
Children’s Coordinators 

804.693.2151 

Please contact Tammy 

Smith if you need to make 

changes: 

804.693.2152 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
  4  Laura 
11  Kinky Sawyer 
18  Evans 
25  Jennifer 
 

GREETERS 
  4  Beth, Barbara, Anne 
11  Brandi, Meena, Faye 
18  Debbie S., Carla, Sara 
25  Emily, Debbie M., Todd 


