
Sheep That Shall Never Perish 

John 10:22 – 31 
 



At that time the Feast of Dedication took place 
at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon.  So the Jews gathered around him 
and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

- John 10:22-24 



Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do 
not believe. The works that I do in my Father's 
name bear witness about me, but you do not 
believe because you are not among my sheep. 

- John 10:25-26  



My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 

- John 10:27-28  



My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father 
are one.” The Jews picked up stones again to 
stone him. 

- John 10:29-31  



What we can learn from Jesus’ description of the 
people of God: 
 
1. His sheep hear his voice.  



My sheep hear my voice  
 

This is the mark of attention. 
 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus calls them sheep! 
 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus calls them sheep! 
 
Sheeple 
 :  people who are docile, compliant, or easily 
influenced  
:  people likened to sheep 

 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus calls them His sheep! 
 



My sheep hear my voice  
 
 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are 
You to take the book and to break its seals; for 
You were slain, and purchased for God with Your 
blood men from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation. “You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 
reign upon the earth.”  - Rev 5:9-10 NASB 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus calls them His sheep! 
 
The Holy Spirit makes his people sheep-like: 
dependent, timid, trembling, obedient and 
teachable. 

 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus’s sheep listen and hear! 
 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

The Holy Spirit gives ears to hear! 
 
The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD 
has made them both. 

- Proverbs 20:12 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus’s sheep hear His voice! 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus’s sheep hear His voice! 
 
…The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 

- John 10:3b 



My sheep hear my voice  
 

Jesus’s sheep recognize His voice over any other! 
 
A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee 
from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers. 

- John 10:5 



What we can learn from Jesus’ description of the 
people of God: 
 
1. His sheep hear his voice 
2. He knows them 



I know them 
 

This is the mark of intimacy. 
 



I know them 
 

Jesus knows His sheep. 
 
 



I know them 
 

Jesus knows the way of His sheep. 
 
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous… 

- Psalm 1:6a 



I know them 
 

Jesus knows His sheep by name! 
 
…The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name… 

- John 10:3b 



I know them 
 

Jesus knows His sheep even if they get lost! 
 
When a child of God does not know whether or 
not he is a child of God or not, his Father knows 
his own children, and the Great Shepherd knows 
his own sheep! 



I know them 
 

Jesus knows His sheep in a unique way! 
 
And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness. 

- Matt 7:23 



What we can learn from Jesus’ description of the 
people of God: 
 
1. His sheep hear his voice 
2. He knows them 
3. His sheep follow Him 



They follow me 
 

This is the mark of obedience. 
 



They follow me 
 

Jesus’s sheep follow His commands! 
 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.    - John 13:34-35 



They follow me 
 

Jesus’s sheep follow Him wherever He leads! 
 
But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads 
us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere.      - 2 Cor 2:14 



What we can learn from Jesus’ description of the 
people of God: 
 
1. His sheep hear his voice - Attention 
2. He knows them - Intimacy 
3. His sheep follow Him - Obedience 



The great privileges of being the people of God: 
 
1. He gives his sheep eternal life 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus, himself, gives eternal life to His sheep. 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus continually gives eternal life to His sheep. 
 
It is not “I gave them eternal life”. 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus continually gives eternal life to His sheep. 
 
He upholds the universe by the word of his 
power       - Hebrews 1:3c 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus continually gives eternal life to His sheep. 
 
And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together    - Colossians 1:17 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus is the life He gives to His sheep. 
 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 
shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die.  

- John 11:25-26 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus is the life He gives to His sheep. 
 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.        

- John 14:6 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus gives eternal life. 
 
If it could be taken back or lost in any way, it 
would cease to be eternal! 



I give them eternal life 
 

Jesus gives eternal life. 
 
The life of God imparted by the Holy Spirit must 
live forever. The gift is continuous, it is always 
being given, it must always exist. 



The great privileges of being the people of God: 
 
1. He gives his sheep eternal life 
2. His sheep shall never perish 



They will never perish 
 

Jesus keeps His sheep safe from inward dangers 



They will never perish 
 

Jesus keeps His sheep from wandering too far 
from Him. 



The great privileges of being the people of God: 
 
1. He gives his sheep eternal life 
2. His sheep shall never perish 
3. His sheep are safe in His hand 



No one will snatch them from My hand 
 

Jesus is strong enough to keep His sheep from 
being plucked from His hand. 



My Father has given them to me 
 

Jesus’s sheep are a gift to Him from God the 
Father. 
 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 
but raise it up on the last day.  

- John 6:39 



No one is able to snatch them 
 out of the Father’s hand 

 
Jesus’s sheep are safe in hands of both the 
Father and the Son! 
 
Whatever happens in the life of a believer has 
gone through the strong hands of both Jesus and 
the Father! 



I and the Father are one. 
 
Jesus does the exact will of the Father. 
 
Jesus is of the exact being as of the Father. 



The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 


